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Mission Statement 
As a visible sign of Godôs presence in the world, St. Davidôs Church is a welcoming and diverse com-

munity of disciples, actively serving Christ in one another and all those beyond our doors 
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  On My Heart and Mind  

 

 

              Why Are We Here?  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Saints of St. Davidôs, 

This month we will begin our creation liturgy which will take us to the season of Advent.  

Also, this month we will begin our financial commitment program.  Putting these two together, 

I came up with the question of ñfor what purpose did God put us on this earth?ò or ñwhy are 

we here?ò If we can answer that question then perhaps it will continue to clarify our commit-

ment to Godôs work through the ministries of our church which are funded in large part by our 

financial commitment. 

Letôs start at the very beginning.  That is, the beginning of creation and that well worn story in 

the book of Genesis.  Actually, there are two well worn creation stories in Genesis.  The earli-

est one is found in the second chapter.  It gives us more detail than the story found in the first 

chapter which is a later edition.  Letôs get right to the details. 

In that earliest version, the most helpful words in helping us find the purpose driven question 

are found in verse 15:  ñGod took Adam and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep 

it.ò  Thatôs it.  Another more literal translation of the original Hebrew words for ñtillò and 

ñkeepò are ñcreateò and ñconserve.ò  Thatôs it.  Thatôs our answer.  God put him here to con-

ceive and conserve creation.  That is our prime directive as humans.  Godôs idea then is to cre-

ate us to conserve and conceive with God in creation.  In more modern language, God has sub-

contracted out to us the work of continuing Godôs gorgeous and abundant creativity. 

This is totally against our present culture which is killing creation through consumption.  Our 

culture attempts to convince us to believe that ñI consume therefore I am.ò  However, in the 

beginning Godôs purpose for us is to believe ñI conceive and conserve therefore I am.ò 

I ask you to reflect on being Godôs sub-contractor of conservation and creativity as you prayer-

fully consider your financial commitment to St. Davidôs.  And to please be generous as our 

God is generous.  Generosity is really a spiritual matter.  The level of our generosity witnesses 

to how open we are not only to grow and conserve our creation, but how open we are to grow  

and conserve our faith. 

God has generously given so much to us.  May we give back in kind. 

Together with you as a fellow sub-contractor, 

David + 

 

(973) 838 -  6696 parishadmin@stdavidskinnelon.org  david.desmith@stdavidskinnelon.org 



DONôT MISS OUT ON ALL THE FUN AT THE 

BANQUET AND SILENT AUCTION ON  

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15! 
ENCOURAGE  YOUR FRIENDS,  

FAMILY AND NEIGHBORS  

TO ATTEND!  
BIDDING AND SOCIAL HOUR: 5 PM 

DINNER: 6:30 PM 

                                              BIDDING ENDS: 8 PM 

 
The cost is $40 for adults and $5 for children (12 and under).  BYOB.  Soft drinks provided. 

 

TICKETS ARE ON SALE after both services on Sundays and in the office, Monday 

through Friday, 9:00 am to 1:00 pm.  THE DEADLINE IS OCTOBER 9!  
 

ITôS NOT TOO LATE TO DONATE ITEMS FOR THE SILENT AUCTIONð 

BASKETS OR GIFT CERTIFICATES 

       

Reminders 
 

If you arenôt sure how to arrange the basket, just bring the supplies and one of our expert basket makers will 

put it together for you. 
 

    Provide list of items in basket 
 

    Provide total value of basket 
 

    Provide your name 
 

    Is your basket ready now?  Bring it to church on Sunday or to the parish office, 

    MondayðFriday, 9:00ð1:00. 
 

    Questions?  Call Mary Stuart Hawk, 973-263-8809. 
 

  ALL DONATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED NO LATER THAN OCTOBER 9! 

 

If you canôt get the donated item to church by that date, call the office (973-838-6696) or Mary Stuart to ar-

range for pickup. 
 

YOU ARE NEEDED! 
 

To help make baskets; prepare bid sheets; help the day of the event; help clean up! 
 

Sign up in the narthex! 

 

THIS IS OUR MAJOR FUNDRAISER OF THE YEAR!  We need EVERYONE to par-

ticipate in some wayðdonating an auction item, attending the dinner and bidding or 

making a monetary donation if you canôt be there.  THANK YOU! 



 
                                                      

      CREATION SEASON will begin on Sunday, October 2, 

                                            with The Blessing of the Animals during the 10:15 am Service.   
                                                                

                                              All  ñworship  friendlyò (or photos in lieu of) pets are welcome,  

                                             as are stuffed ones.  

IN MEMORY 
 

 

ALL SAINTSô DAY will be observed on Sunday, November 6.  If there is anyone you would 

like to have included in the necrology (those who have died since last All Saintsô Day), please 

have their names to the office by November 1.                                                      

       

READERS CIRCLE BOOK GROUP 
November 7 Book Selection 

 

 

 

THE LORD OF MISRULE, by Jaimy Gordon 

Large Skylight Room, 7:30 pm 

 

Jaimy Gordonôs novel, LORD OF MISRULE, a 2010 National Book Award finalist, is a novel of luck, pluck, 

farce and above all, horse racing, not at tony and elegant sites like Churchill Downs and Ascot, but rather at a 

rinky-dink racetrack in Indian Mound Downs, W. Va.  Firmly rooted in the smells and sounds of a particular 

place, the language of the racetrack is rich in the ironies and heartbreak of daily living.  Gordon knows that 

language and brings it to vivid life in this moving and lyrical tone poem about the inhabitants of the 

ñbacksideò at a no-account West Virginia racetrack.  The equilibrium of life for the grooms, trainers, small-

time owners, and even the horses that populate the backsideôs shed rows is disrupted by the arrival of a frizzy-

haired girl and her peculiar boyfriend, who plans to run his aging horse at the track.  2010 National Book 

Award finalist Gordonôs new novel begins and ends at a backwoods race track in 1970s West Virginia. 

 

Chris Snyder will lead the discussion.  All are invited and newcomers are welcome.  The Readers Circle meets 

each month through June, on the first Monday of the month. 

 

For more information: www.readerscircle@stdavidskinnelon.org. 

FAITH IN ACTION  
It is especially important in these uncertain and volatile times.  Weôve made our time and talent commitments 

and this month weôll make our treasure commitment for next year. 

 

Watch your mail for a thought-provoking ñfill-inò!  On the 16th, 23rd, and 30th the vestry will distribute the 

commitment packets.  The Ingathering will take place at both Services on November 6, All Saintsô Sunday.                                                      



ñTake Noteò 
 

 

Throughout the Season of Creation, we will hear stories and hymns speaking of the mystery of 

our creation, Godôs abundant presence through nature, and a celebration of Godôs creatures.  

One figure in Church history who comes immediately to mind when speaking of creation is St. 

Francis of Assisi.  I would like to share with you a hymn he wrote as well as a passage from 

ñThen Sings my Soulò by Robert J. Morgan speaking of St. Francis and this hymn. 
 

All Creatures of our God and King 

 

All creatures of our God and King,    Let all things their creator bless, 

Lift up your voice and with us sing,    And worship him in humbleness, 

Alleluia! Alleluia!      O Praise him, Alleluia! 

Bright Burning Sun with golden beams,   Praise God the Father, praise the Son, 

Pale Silver moon that gently gleams,    And praise the Spirit, Three in One. 

 

O praise him, O praise him, Alleluia,    O praise him, O praise him, Alleluia, 

Alleluia, Alleluia!      Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

TextðSt. Francis of Assisi 

MusicðLasst uns erfreuen, adapt. and harm. By Ralph Vaughn Williams 

 

ñFrancis loved nature, and many stories spotlight his interaction with animals.  Once as he hiked through  

Italyôs Spoleto Valley, he came upon a flock of birds.  When they didnôt fly away, he decided to preach them a 

little sermon: ñMy brother and sister birds,ò he reportedly said, ñyou should praise your Creator and always 

love Him.  He gave you feathers for clothes, wings to fly, and all other things you need.  It is God who made 

your home in thin, pure air.  Without sowing or reaping, you receive Godôs guidance and protection.ò 

 The flock, it is said, then flew off rejoicing. 

 That perspective is reflected in a hymn Francis composed just before his death in 1225, called, 

ñCantico di fratre soleò - ñSong of Brother Sun.ò  It exhorts all creation to worship God.  The sun and moon.  

All the birds. All the clouds.  Wind and fire.  All men of tender heart.  All creatures of our God and King. 

 Though written in 1225, an English version didnôt appear until 1919, when Rev. William H Draper de-

cided to use it for a childrenôs worship festival in Leeds, England.ò 

 

Ian Witthoeft  

 

 

 

 

Special Note of Thanks 

 

*  For the Phyllis Charlton, Andre Mendell and Randy Williams memorial funds which 

provided the new sound system in the church. 

 

    *     For the anonymous parishioner who is providing the lectern for the chapel. 



TAI CHI CHIH  
As fall begins and we get back into our normal schedules again, it is an ideal time to try this meditative, relax-

ing and healthy form of exercise.  If you would like to see what it is all about, come, watch, or even join in.  

This is your opportunity! Try it!  Youôll like it! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TAI CHI CHIH is a moving mediation with twenty gentle, low-impact movements which relax your body and 

quiet your mind.  These simple movements circulate and balance the Chi (Life Force) and cultivate a sense of 

peace.  You can do this, regardless of your age and physical ability, just by adapting the movements to your 

comfortable range of motion.  Other health benefits reported as a result of regular practice of Tôai Chi Chih: 

relief of pain and stress; regulation of blood pressure; improved balance, circulation and stamina; stronger 

heart, lungs and bones; greater mental clarity and emotional balance; and strengthened immune system. 

 

The free practice sessions of this low-impact exercise and mediation program will continue every Monday af-

ternoon, 4:00ð5:00 pm in the large skylight room.  For more information about the sessions or enquiries 

about lessons, please contact www.taichichih@stdavidskinnelon.org. 

Vestry Notes 
From the meeting of September 22 - 

¶ Received the report from the Stewardship Commission. 

¶ Approved dividing the Joseph Memorial Funds designated for community outreach, between grocery cards 

and specific needs. 

¶ Approved the music budget for the remainder of the year. 

¶ Ideas for revamping the Church School program were presented. 

¶ Approved the repair of the ceiling/roof in the small skylight room. 

Budget vs. Actual for Period ending August 31, 2011 

Receiptsð$17,362 / $11,467   Disbursementsð$17,656 / $12,426 

ATTENDANCE  

September 2010   September 2011 

65                            54 

IN MEMORIAM  
Word has been received of the death of Doris Kuhl Lake early in September at her home in Pennsylvania.  She 

and her husband, Carl Kuhl, were among the founders of St. Davidôs.  She was an active supporter and partici-

pant in parish activities, serving as our first female warden.  On the diocesan level, she was the first female 

president of the Standing Committee. 



FOYER KICK-OFF DINNER 



FOYER KICK-OFF DINNER 

 

 

Thank you, Bob and Nancy Ward, for agreeing to chair 

this special  parish ministry!  


